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Crash off an icy bridge 
pierces Missouri town’s heart 


JOHN SLEEZER jsleezer@kcstar.com 


Brandon Luft received a warm hug as he began to speak on Wednesday during a vigil at St. Stephen Lutheran Church in Liberty for his wife, 
two of his daughters and a friend of the family who were killed in a car crash the day after Christmas on icy roads near Abilene, Kan. 


BY MAX LONDBERG 
jlondberg@kcstar.com 


A close-knit Missouri com- 
munity is reeling after four lives 
were lost in a free-fall crash 
from an icy Kansas bridge one 
day after Christmas. 

Lisa Luft, 47, of Kearney was 
driving two of her daughters 
and a family friend to visit 
family in Colorado, according 
to a friend. Her children, Brian- 
na and Aria, were 20 and 14, 
respectively. Brianna’s friend, 
Saleena Senzee, was 18. 

Tuesday morning, Luft lost 
control of her Dodge truck on 
westbound Interstate 70 
outside Abilene, Kan. The truck 
hit a bridge guardrail before 
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Friends Brianna Luft (left) and 
Saleena Senzee died Tuesday in 
the crash. 


plunging over it 25 feet to an 
embankment below. It came to 
rest on its roof near railroad 


H i 
JAZLYNNE DAWSON VIA FACEBOOK 


Sisters Brianna (left) and Aria 
Luft were killed Tuesday in the 
crash. 


tracks. 
Aria was the only one taken 
to a hospital. 


Ethan Luft, Brianna and 
Aria’s brother, said he had lost 
“four of the most important 
women in my life.” He de- 
scribed Saleena as practically a 
member of the Luft family. 

He also thanked the Kearney 
community for the “absolutely 
unreal” support shown to him 
and his relatives as they mourn. 

Aaron Senzee, Saleena’s 
brother, said Saleena was an 
“angel in disguise” who “went 
out of her way to make sure 
you felt loved.” 

“She was a hugger and a 
lover,” he said. “A lot of people 
in life are afraid to tell those 
they love that they really do 
love them. But not my sister.” 
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Trump 
lawyers 
Set to 
attack 
Flynn 


BY CAROL D. LEONNIG 
Washington Post 


President Donald Trump’s 
legal team plans to cast former 
national security adviser Mi- 
chael Flynn as a liar seeking to 
protect himself if he accuses the 
president or his senior aides of 
any wrongdoing, according to 
three people familiar with the 
strategy. 

The approach 
would mark a 
sharp break from 
Trump’s previ- 
ously sympathetic 
posture toward 
Flynn, whom he 
called a “wonder- 
ful man” when 
Flynn departed 
the White House 
in February. Earlier this month, 
the president did not rule out a 
possible pardon for Flynn, who 
is cooperating with special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller’s investiga- 
tion into Russian interference in 
the 2016 election. 

Attorneys for Trump and his 
top advisers have privately ex- 
pressed confidence that Flynn 
does not have any evidence that 
could implicate the president or 
his White House team. But since 
Flynn’s cooperation agreement 
with prosecutors was made 
public earlier this month, the 
administration has been strate- 
gizing how to neutralize him in 
case the former national securi- 
ty adviser does make any 
claims. 

Flynn is the most senior form- 
er Trump adviser known to be 
providing information to Muell- 
er’s team. The lenient terms of 
his plea agreement suggest he 
has promised significant in- 
formation to investigators, legal 
experts said. 

Earlier this month, he pleaded 
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LOCAL 


FLU SEASON 
SPIKES EARLY 


Experts say the early 
surge means things are 
only likely to get worse, 
at least for another 
month or two. 4A 


Obamacare 


enrollment 


in Kansas and Missouri 
exceeds expectations 


BY ANDY MARSO 
amarso@kcstar.com 


Sheldon Weisgrau happily 
admits he was wrong about 
how many Kansans would 
purchase plans this year 
through the Affordable Care 
Act, which is commonly called 
Obamacare. 

Weisgrau leads ACA enroll- 
ment efforts in Kansas. He and 
other analysts thought Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s decision 
to cut the open enrollment 


difficult, if not impossible, to 
match last year’s figure of 
98,780 Kansans enrolled. 

But when the dust settled 
after the Dec. 15 enrollment 
deadline, Kansas had enrolled 
98,919. 

“I don’t think anybody real- 


istically expected this outcome,” 


Weisgrau said. “I just think it 
shows how many people really 
value having insurance.” 
Missouri’s total of 245,580 
enrolled also beat last year’s 
number, by about 1,000 people. 
Nationwide the ACA en- 


short of last year’s total of 
about 9.2 million. 

Weisgrau said that Kansas 
saw about a month’s worth of 
sign-ups in the last week, which 
was evidence that consumers 
were hyper-aware of the early 
deadline despite the Trump 
administration also cutting the 
federal ACA advertising budget 
by about 90 percent. 

He credited nonprofit health 
groups for filling in the gaps 
with their own ads. 

The pace of sign-ups was 
brisk from the beginning, de- 
spite upheaval in the local 
market after Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Kansas City 
announced in late May it was 
exiting Obamacare. 

That left thousands of con- 
sumers in and around Kansas 
City looking for new insurance 


BUSINESS 


COURT BATTLE 
OVER PIZZA PRICE 


Some Kansas City area 
Little Caesars employees 
reportedly have lost their 
jobs as a court battle 
takes place over the price 
of pizza. 10A 
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